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There are six types of question that you must answer in the National 5 exam. Each assesses a particular skill, namely:
A. Describe . . .

B. Explain the reasons why . . .

C. To what extent . . .

D. Evaluate the usefulness of Source . . .

E. Compare the views of Sources . . .

F. How fully does Source . . .
How to answer...
A: Describe Questions (worth 5 or 6 marks)

· You will have no source to help you – your answer must come from your own knowledge.  For homework tasks, if you are unsure you must use your notes/the internet/me to ensure that you write full, detailed answers!
· You must answer in sentences and in detail – do not list your points.

· For 5 marks, you must write at least five sentences.

· One mark will be given for each accurate, relevant point.  A second mark can be gained from developing points further.

B: Explain Questions (worth 5 or 6 marks)
· You must give reasons to explain key issues or events.

· You will have no source to help you – your answer must come from your own knowledge.  For homework tasks, if you are unsure you must use your notes/the internet/me to ensure that you write full, detailed answers!
· You must answer in sentences and in detail – do not list your points.

· For 5 marks, you must write at least five sentences.

· One mark will be given for each accurate, relevant point.  A second mark can be gained from developing points further.

C: To what extent... Questions (worth 8 marks)
· Your answer to this question should be structured as a brief introduction, development paragraphs and a conclusion.

· This type of question requires you to make a judgement about the extent to which different factors contributed to an event or development, or to its impact. 
· You must provide a balanced account of the influence of different factors and come to a reasoned conclusion based on the evidence presented.

· Up to 5 marks can be given for relevant, factual, key points of knowledge used to support factors: with 1 mark given for each point. 
· If only one factor is presented, a maximum of 3 marks can be given for relevant points of knowledge.
· Up to 3 further marks can be given for presenting the answer in a structured way and coming to a reasoned conclusion, as follows:

· 1 mark for the answer being presented in a structured way, with knowledge being organised in support of different factors

· 1 mark for a valid judgement or overall conclusion

· 1 mark for a reason being given for your conclusion

D: Evaluate the usefulness of the Source Questions (worth 5 or 6 marks)
· In order to evaluate the usefulness of the source you must use the 5 W’s:

· WHO wrote the source?  (Author)  Why does this make the source useful?  Are they an eyewitness?  Historian?  Could they be biased?

· WHEN was the source written?  (Timing)  Is it a Primary or a Secondary source?  Why does this make the source useful?

· WHY was the source written?  (Purpose/type of source)  Is it an official document?  Propaganda?  A speech?  Newspaper article?  Photograph/cartoon?  Intended audience?  Does this make the source more or less useful?  Benefits/limitations of different types of sources?

· WHAT does the source tell you?  (Content)  MUST be relevant to the question – pick out specific points from the sources.

· WEAKNESS/WHAT’S MISSING?  (Omission)  What does the source NOT tell you?  MUST be specific and relevant to the question.

· You can gain up to four marks for commenting on the ORIGIN of the source – Who, When and Why.

· You can gain up to two marks for commenting on the CONTENT of the source – What.

· You can gain up to two marks for commenting on significant omissions from the source – What’s missing.

E:  Source Comparison Questions (worth 4 marks)

· You will be asked to compare the views of two given sources.

· You must compare the sources point by point.

· You must identify whether they agree or disagree and select evidence from the sources to back up your point.

· This is called a developed comparison.

· Eg “Sources A and B agree that many Irish people came to Scotland because of the potato famine.  (1 mark)  Source A says “The Irish potato famine of the mid 1840s however led to a sharp increase in this immigration”.  Source B agrees, saying “the potato crops in Ireland were destroyed by blight, which caused the death of many people and led many others to leave.” (Second mark for a developed comparison).

F:  How Fully Questions (worth 5 or 6 marks)
· These questions will ask how fully a source describes or explain an event.

· You must make a judgement, eg quite fully, to an extent, fairly well.

· You must pick out the key points from the source – do not copy the source, you must use your own words.  You can gain up to 3 marks for source points.

· You must then identify what’s missing from the source, using your own knowledge.

· Eg “However, the source fails to mention...”

· Make sure your points are specific and relevant to the question.

· You can gain up to four marks for points from your own knowledge.
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